
Books that support maths  

  

 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar- Days of the 
week, number 
 

 

Ten apples on top- A lion, a dog, and a 
tiger are having a contest - can they get 
ten apples piled up on top of their 
heads? 

 

Each time the doorbell rings, there are 
more people who have come to share 
Ma’s wonderful cookies. 

 

Ant is honoured to receive an invitation 
to lion’s annual dinner party, but is 
shocked when the other guests behave 
rudely and then accuse her of thinking 
only of herself. 

 

Little Mouse worries that the big, hungry 
bear will take his freshly picked, ripe, red 
strawberry for himself. There’s only one 
solution: to share it! 

 

By following the instructions in the 
geometrically coded message, Tim finds 
his birthday present. 

 

Simple rhyming text and illustrations 
guide the reader to see triangles, 
rectangles, and circles in everyday 
things. 



 

A square cat struggles in a round world 
but realises the benefits of her particular 
shape. 

 

Colourful pages with lots of different 
shapes to spot. 

 

Follow one pair of rabbits through a year 
as their brood increases. Based on the 
Fibonacci sequence and also a great 
starter for multiplication. 

 

One little duck always has to be first, to 
the detriment of the rest of the family. 

 

A snowman comes alive as the child 
building it adds pieces during the first ten 
days of winter. The days are numbered in 
an ordinal manner. 

 

Nine caterpillars journey across the 
garden but the tenth undergoes a 
change. 

 

Invites the reader to visit a wide variety of 
places and count different objects found 
in each, from fire hydrants in a big city in 
the morning, through starfish in the 
ocean during the day, to babies 
sleeping in a country village at night. 



 

Terror spreads through the jungle as 
animals hear the news that rough, tough 
Big Bro is coming. A crew of animals 
learns that size is relative. 

 

The reader is invited to guess who causes 
the boat to sink when five animal friends 
of varying sizes decide to go for a row. 

 

A grouchy ladybug, looking for a fight, 
challenges everyone she meets 
regardless of their size or strength. 

 

A little boy measures himself against his 
animal friends, but as he grows, his 
height changes too. 

 

A boy and his dog find a fantastic blue 
balloon that can be lots of different sizes. 

 

This book is all about relative sizes. Not 
much narrative but lots of exciting size 
vocabulary. 

 

Five little monkeys go shopping for school 
clothes with their mama, but in spite of 
her warnings about not wandering off, 
things quickly get complicated. 



 

Count up to ten as ten little beasties 
come to dance, and then subtract one 
at a time until there are zero monsters. 

 

Wibbly Pig has ten balloons and one by 
one he gives them away until he is left 
with a difficult choice over the last one. 

 

Follow Mr. Wolf throughout his day as he 
encounters familiar fairy tale characters. 
A clock shows the different times 
depicted. 

 

A lift-the-flap book that deals with the 
fact that it is a different time of day all 
over the world. 

 

Sites to visit for more book ideas- 

http://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/math-for-kids.html 

http://childrenspicturebooks.info/articles/picture_books_for_math.htm 

http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/14440.Top_Rated_Educational_Math_Books_f
or_Children_ 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Maths-through-Stories-picture-
books/lm/RP5MW7J6X5KO2 

 

Remember the librarian at your local library will also be happy to help you find new 
titles to explore together with your child. 

 


